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Newspaper Clips 
       June 5, 2014 

HRD Minister Smriti Irani Meets IIT Directors, Reportedly 

Plans a 'Retreat' With Them 

http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/hrd-minister-smriti-irani-meets-iit-directors-reportedly-plans-a-retreat-with-them-
536591 

Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani met directors of six elite Indian Institutes of Technology over two 
hours this week and reportedly plans a "retreat" with them for more discussions. 
 
She also met the director of the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), Vineet Joshi today. 
 
One of the IIT directors who attended the meeting with the minister told NDTV that Ms Irani, 38, "seemed well informed 
and very positive." 
 
Sources said the 38-year-old minister heard out the problems of the academics  and asked them their ideas for areas of 
improvement 
 
She is expected to go to Gujarat soon and visit the Gandhinagar IIT, one of the newer institutes.   
 
The ruling BJP has promised an IIT in every state in its election manifesto for this year. 
 
Ms Irani has also helped 700 students who studied in School of Planning and Architecture (SPA) in Bhopal and Vijaywada 
and in IIIT Kancheepuram who have not received their degrees since 2005 to finally get accreditation. 
 
Ms Irani is a popular TV actor turned BJP leader, whose qualification to handle the country's education ministry was 
questioned by Congressman Ajay Maken soon after she was sworn in, on account of the fact that she does not hold a 
graduation degree.  
 
While the BJP stoutly defended its young minister, Mr Maken was ticked off by his party colleague Manish Tewari, who 
suggested that "distinction must be made between literacy, education and intelligence. Such individual attacks are 
avoidable." (Congress Frowns Upon Ajay Maken for Remarks on Smriti Irani's Education) 
 
The Congress also sought to raise a question over an alleged discrepancy in Ms Irani's details of education in her election 
affidavits. The minister has requested people to "judge me by my work." 
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India over-reporting green cover, study finds 

Jayashree Nandi,TNN | Jun 5, 2014, 06.30 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-over-reporting-green-cover-study-

finds/articleshow/36083420.cms  

NEW DELHI: On World Environment Day, this could be worrying news for the new environment minister. A study by 

forest researchers from the Indian Institute of Science (IISC) has concluded that India could be grossly "over-reporting" 

its forest cover.  

 

The researchers say that the existing forest cover, in reality, may be what the Forest Survey of India had reported back in 

1997. This is because, they say, a large area that the government has been including under the forest category actually 

comprises commercial plantations, including those for coffee, arecanut, cashew, rubber, fruit orchards, parks and 

gardens.  

 

The reason behind this, the study claims, is that India's ambiguous definition of the word 'forest' which doesn't 

differentiate between tree cover on agricultural land and natural forests.  

 

The Forest Survey of India (FSI) defines forest cover to be "all lands more than one hectares in area, with tree canopy 

density of more than 10%, irrespective of ownership and legal status". This definition could well mean that manmade 

forests or monocultures (farmland used to grow only one type of crop) are being considered forests.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Jayashree-Nandi.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-over-reporting-green-cover-study-finds/articleshow/36083420.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-over-reporting-green-cover-study-finds/articleshow/36083420.cms
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"If plantations are being included in forest area, it has huge implications for biodiversity and may even change the way 

we look at forests," said NH Ravindranath, lead author of the study.  

 

The FSI has been reporting a steady increase in forest cover — from 63 million hectares (mha) in 1997 to 69mha in 2011. 

But to verify the exact area under natural forests which can represent biodiversity, the team of researchers gathered 

data of area under various plantations from the agriculture ministry.  

 

It put together all probable monocultures that may be being reported as forests and found this to together measure 

8.79mha or 12.7% of our total forest area. They also calculated the year-wise increase in the area under plantations, 

which also showed a steady increase. The increase in plantation area may be even masking deforestation in India.  

 

"Inclusions of plantations of eucalyptus, casurina and poplar under forest area is questionable from a conservation 

perspective. India could be potentially under-reporting deforestation by reporting only gross forest area," the study 

concludes.  

 

"Our afforestation rates could be higher than deforestation rates, showing a continuous increase in forest cover," the 

study points. TOI had ealrier reported about a study by Ravindranath on April 19, 2012, that found that FSI's method of 

reporting forest cover was masking deforestation to a large extent.  
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The current study raises doubts about India's tall claims about afforesting 1 mha every year.  

 

"India has been implementing one of the largest afforestation programmes in the world and annually between 1 and 1.5 

mha has been afforested since 1980. Large investment is going into afforestation programmes in India and it is not clear 

how much of the planted area has survived and matured into forests," Ravindranath said. The team suggests the 

government modify the current forest area reporting format. 

CAT to be Conducted Again by IIM- Indore  

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/cat-to-be-conducted-again-by-iim-indore-1401864319-1  

The Indian Institute of Management (IIM-Indore) has again been entrusted with the responsibility to conduct 

Common Admission Test (CAT) for the year 2014, regardless of facing many cases filed against it for alleged 

discrepancies found in the results of CAT 2013. 

IIM-Indore will be the only institute to be given the responsibility of conducting CAT for two years 

consecutively, which is usually handed over to distinct IIM’s in a rotational manner. 

Before IIM-Indore, the task was given to IIM-Kozhikode t convene the CAT, which brought many 

disagreements since, scorecards of 80 were found to be tampered with. The joint statement issued by IIMs 

mentioned that fiddling with scorecards did not affect the results in anyway and admission process remained 

unbiased since they used the master database for short listing candidates. 

After the scam of tampering with scorecards surfaced in June 2013 the Ministry of human resources and 

development (MHRD) noticing that the rotational pattern was unfit, asked IIM directors to hand over the CAT 

conducting task to the same institute if it was found successful in conducting the test. 

Hence, the IIM – Indore have been assigned with this duty of conducting CAT again as told by an IIM-I 

professor. 

For 2014 CAT, IIM Indore's computer test conducting  partner will be Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) since 

the former firm, called Prometric, based in US had its contract of 5 years ended in 2013. 

CAT is a way to get admission in 13 IIM’s and some 150 other reputed non-IIMs Management colleges and B-

schools. 
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